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Scottish Parliament Election 2021 - Summary of Manifesto Policies  

 

Purpose  

  

A summary of the key manifesto policies of the major Scottish parties which may directly 

impact on Scottish Canals is set out below to facilitate a Board discussion for Scottish Canals 

to provide a wealth of unique opportunities to address future challenges including climate 

change and rising health inequality as well as contributions to tourism, healthy recreation and 

sustainable travel.   

 

 SNP 

 

Transport  

The Net Zero Emissions pledge influences the SNP transport policy to make public transport 

a more attractive option. 

Bring ScotRail into public ownership from next year and decarbonise Scotland's rail services 

by 2035. 

Provide free bikes for all children of school age who cannot afford them, remove the majority 

of fossil fuel buses from public transport by 2023 and create a greener, more affordable railway 

Spend 10% of the transport capital budget on walking, cycling and wheeling 

 

Economy 

Invest over £33bn over the next five years in infrastructure and £1bn in the Scottish National 

Investment Bank. Found a new National Infrastructure Company to manage public assets 

Create a £25m fund to help drive tourism recovery 

Offer £50m in funding to the winning proposal of a competition for economic transformation, 

as part of the delivery of a new 10-year strategy 

Create a new £20m Rural Entrepreneur Fund – providing grants of up to £10,000 to support 

the relocation or creation of 2,000 new businesses 

Increase investment in private sector-led research and development projects by £100m over 

the next five years 

Invest an additional £500m to support new jobs and reskill people for the jobs of the future 

over the next parliament. 

 

Environment 

Decarbonise the heating of one million homes by 2030 with investment of £1.6bn over five 

years 

Double the Climate Justice Fund to £24m over four years 

Implement a deposit return scheme for single use drinks containers next year 

Increase targets for new woodland creation by 50%, from 12,000 hectares up to 18,000 

hectares per year by 2025 

Invest £100m in a green jobs fund to support new and more opportunities for green job creation 

 

 



 
Covid-19 

Make independence an essential priority for Scotland's recovery from coronavirus 

Keep robust travel restrictions and quarantine measures in place for as long as necessary, 

however open up and support international travel as soon as it safe to do so 

Deliver a programme of booster vaccinations later this year 

Commission a public inquiry into the handling of the coronavirus pandemic in Scotland 

 

 Scottish Conservatives 

 

Transport 

Rebuild local railways where it would make "economic sense" 

Deliver a national charging infrastructure by 2025 for electric vehicles 

Introduce a Scottish Smart Travel Card for passengers to use on all types of domestic 

transport in Scotland 

Scrap Caledonian Maritime Assets and introduce long-term contracts for ferry operators 

 

Economy 

Introduce a 10-working day national standard for all business support grant applications to be 

processed 

Maintain the poundage rate freeze until the 2023 revaluation 

Offer at least 25% rates relief to businesses in 2022-23 and introduce a tapered scheme for 

businesses with rateable values between £15,000 and £20,000 

Introduce a Scottish Exporting Institute for trade expertise 

Fund for full fibre broadband to every home by 2027 

Scrap parking charges to encourage local shopping 

 

Environment 

Establish a £25m Cleaner Seas Fund to take harmful products including plastics out of the 

seas 

End peat extraction and aim to restore peatland to 20,000 hectares by 2024-25 

Bring forward a new Animal Welfare Bill which would ban the use of electric shock collars and 

the sale of dogs with cropped ears 

Create Scotland's third national park in Galloway 

Bring forward a Circular Economy Bill to help Scotland achieve net-zero emissions by 2045 

Support the UK government's North Sea Transition Deal 

 

Covid-19 

£600m to tackle the NHS backlog in 2021-22 

£40m to NHS staff wellbeing this year including rest facilities and mental health services 

Invest £120m in a two-year catch-up premium allocated to schools on a per pupil basis 

Delay the introduction of any new non-Covid related regulations on businesses to April 2023 

Introduce a Right to Retrain Account for every Scottish adult, with £500 to be spent on training 

every year 

Tougher sentences for those convicted of defrauding vulnerable people following an increase 

during the pandemic 

 

 

 



 

 Scottish Green Party 

 

Transport 

Cease funding road building projects that add capacity to the network and redirect funds 

toward safety improvements, maintenance of existing infrastructure, public transport, cycling 

and walking 

Invest in cycling, walking so everyone in towns and cities to be able to get what they need 

within a 15-minute walk 

Ban the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2026 and introduce workplace parking levies, 

congestion and parking charges, and a 20mph default speed limit in built-up areas 

Bring the rail network, bus companies and ferry routes into public ownership 

 

Economy 

Phase in a four-day working week 

Introduce a 1% annual "millionaires tax" on wealth and assets above £1m - including property, 

land, pensions and other assets 

Scrap council tax and replace it with a residential property tax related to property value 

Support the partial replacement of corporation tax at the UK level with a carbon tax that 

increases over time in line with our climate targets 

 

Environment 

Source at least 70% of the onshore wind supply chain domestically 

Invest in marine renewables and give financial support for innovation and to support early 

stage tidal turbines 

Call on the UK government to stop issuing new licences for oil and gas exploration and 

development and end subsidies and tax breaks for the industry 

Ban the importation of shale and fracked gas for processing in Scotland, and ensure the 

Scottish government can deliver the transition to net-zero 

Introduce Low Emission Zones with immediate effect in all areas that breach air quality limits 

 

Covid-19 

Introduce a universal isolation grant to support people isolating because of an infectious 

disease such as Covid-19 

Launch a public inquiry into the Scottish government's response to the Covid pandemic 

Develop robust PPE procurement and ensure fair access to treatment and rehabilitation for 

people with long Covid 

Use a one-off windfall tax on profits made by larger companies as a result of the pandemic to 

rebalance the economy and support recovery 

 

 Scottish Liberal Democrats 

 

Transport 

Reopen railway lines and move away from fossil fuels on the network 

Give the public confidence in electric vehicles by progress towards a network of well-

maintained rapid chargers 

Support active travel, making it easier to make safe journeys by bike or on foot 

Create single through-tickets and swipe cards that work for buses, trains and ferries across 

Scotland 



 
New local powers to integrate all forms of transport and to control local bus services 

 

Economy 

A new fiscal framework to ensure local councils get a fair share of the budget 

New pay audits to ensure fair opportunities for people from ethnic minorities and disabled 

people 

Scottish workers given the best chance to manufacture offshore wind turbines 

Increase the range of jobs and careers available to people in rural areas 

A substantial programme of capital works in tourist areas to provide better car parking, electric 

charging points and signage to manage tourist numbers better 

 

Environment 

Move one million homes to zero emission heating by 2030 

Invest in low carbon heat networks 

Double the programmes to end fuel poverty 

Invest in new skills for a just transition from fossil fuel industry 

New national parks, and new woodlands close to where people live 

Create and publicise a network of public toilets with waste and rubbish disposal points across 

Scotland 

 

Covid-19 

Put education at the heart of the recovery from Covid 

National standards and fair pay for all social care staff 

A public inquiry to learn the lessons of the pandemic for the future 

An urgent plan to put recovery first for the NHS 

 

 Scottish Labour 

 

Transport 

Place railways back into public control 

Give councils authority to directly run local bus services 

Extend free bus travel to under 25s 

 

Economy 

Deliver an economic recovery plan to restore and grow Scotland's economy, with workers and 

businesses at the centre 

Guarantee a job for every young Scot 

Guarantee job or training opportunities following the pandemic by investing in a National 

Training Fund and investing in Scotland's infrastructure including housing, transport and 

energy 

Boost economic growth by repurposing Scottish Enterprise as a business recovery agency 

focussing on a restart fund and transition fund to support small businesses and sectors to 

flourish after restrictions ease 

Create a community recovery fund to invest in local areas and introduce specific programmes 

aimed at regenerating the high street 

 

Environment 

Invest in green jobs 

Seize Scotland's hosting of COP26 to champion an ambitious climate justice plan 



 
Invest in energy efficiency measures for homes across Scotland 

Create a national energy company to direct and invest in the growth of domestic green energy 

including skills and manufacturing supply chains 

A Just Transition focused on developing the skills needed in a green recovery and protecting 

jobs and communities impacted by the transition to net zero 

Develop a coherent biodiversity action plan for post-2020 for land, air and sea 

 

Covid-19 

Delivering a national plan for recovery that has five key themes: jobs recovery, NHS recovery, 

education recovery, community recovery and climate recovery 

 


